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animal worlds play an important part and are treated with much charm. Of flowers, the lotus is the most conspicuous. Various birds, many natural, like the cuckoo and the parrot, and some mythical, like the chataka and the chakora, are brought in to enrich the charm of these lyrics. By the artistic use of pathetic fallacy, the lyric poets blend Nature and Man into one inseparable whole.
Tbe Devotional Lyric
Side by side with the erotic lyrics, the devotional lyrics with religious and philosophical tendencies were also developing in the classical Sanskrit literature. The whole of the Rig Veda can be taken as a collection of devotional hymns and there are plenty of hymns and prayers which are outbursts of devotion in the Puranas, Itihasas and Tantras; but there, they are quite incidental to the main purpose of the narratives. In the classical age, many poets, philosophers and saintly men, even upto the present day, have composed innumerable songs of praise and prayer addressed to the deities whom they adore; but only the outstanding works of a classical nature which contain a richness of poetic fancy and other literary embellishments of sound and sense can be noticed in a short account of the history of literature.
One of the earliest works of this class in the classical age is the Syamala Dandaka popularly attributed to Kalidasa. The authenticity of the authorship
been generally doubted by scholars.     The work if